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space flight than manned space flight,
because I come from the manned space
flight advocacy group with the John-
son Space Center and the shuttles that
have been going back and forth, but he
could explain to each of us the fact
that there was value in whatever that
we advocated; that science was holis-
tic; that we all should be participating
in it.

He could advocate for the space cen-
ter and he could advocate for the real
sciences, the earth sciences, which he
was a strong proponent of. He was a
person who was able to balance the in-
terests of the members of the Com-
mittee on Science in explaining that
we had a responsibility to promote this
Nation as a world leader in all of the
sciences. So this was not just a race to
space, of which he had much more his-
tory than I would have had, but this
was to be able to fulfill our promise
and our responsibility in man’s cre-
ativity with research and experimen-
tation and outreach in the areas of
science and physics and other areas
that the Committee on Science cov-
ered.

I found that he had a wry sense of
humor, he had a good sense of humor,
he had an enormous sense of humor.
And we could always rely upon ranking
member Brown, for I did not have the
privilege of serving with him as chair-
man, although that never got the best
of him, but he would always, in a mo-
ment when it got too serious in our
committee, there was ranking member
Brown with the appropriate sense of
humor to bring us all back to the re-
ality that we are simply mere mortals
and this too will pass.

To his family, to his dear family and
his dear wife, we thank them in par-
ticular for sharing him for all these
many years. I thank him particularly
for his openness to then freshmen
members in the class of 1995, the 104th
Congress, the Congress that Democrats
were not in control. There was a small
class of 13 of us that came in as Demo-
crats, and I was fortunate enough to se-
cure a place on the Committee on
Science. Mr. Brown served, even in my
lowest ranking position, as a wel-
coming mentor and a person who was
encouraging of the work that we had to
do together on the Committee on
Science.

I am grateful for his leadership and I
was even more grateful to listen to the
many colleagues who were able to
share some of the wider ranges of
George Brown, both his civility, his
kindness, his concern about world
peace, which I think is most insightful
of the kind of man he was, and then to
hear in the memorial service his com-
mitment to politics, as Senator BOXER
related how he provided her support in
a very competitive race.

He was a man of his word. He was a
man who showed great love for his Na-
tion and great love for his avocation,
which was a love of science and re-
search.
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I close simply to say that something
very special comes to mind of Mr.
Brown, and that is that he was a person
that I thought exhibited the concept
that all of us aspire to, that we are one
human race. Before it became in vogue
to talk about one race, maybe to talk
about diversity, maybe to talk about
openness and equality and opportunity,
I could sense that, even though just
knowing Mr. Brown starting in my
first term of Congress, that he lived his
life as being part of one human race.
For he lived it on the floor of the
House. He lived it in the Committee on
Science. And, as I have heard from my
colleagues, he has obviously lived it all
of his political life.

I am thankful for that. And, for that
reason, I owe a debt of gratitude for
the fact that he served us and that he
served this Nation. We will be forever
grateful. Thank you, ranking member
Brown, Chairman Brown, for your lead-
ership.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GEORGE E.
BROWN, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOOD-
LING) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, George
and I, of course, served here together
for 24 years. A more perfect gentleman
you would not find. His humor was
mentioned by several, and I would have
to say that he had the best one-liners
and the shortest one-liners that I have
ever heard. Usually two or three words
and he could crack you up pretty
quickly.

But I have to tell my colleagues,
George also had everybody in the
House of Representatives believing
that I have a chronic cold condition.
He was on the fourth floor; and, of
course, I got on the second floor. And I
could smell the elevator coming and I
was ready. Because, of course, it was
not only George on the elevator. It was
his famous cigar on the elevator with
him.

Well, I get a violent migraine from
cigar smoke. So every time the door
opened, I would, of course, pull out my
handkerchief, put it on my nose, and
hold it over my nose until I got down.
Everybody would say, ‘‘Do you have a
cold?’’ ‘‘Do you have a cold?’’ ‘‘Yes, I
have a cold.’’ And then we would get
over to the trolley and I would wait to
see where he was going to sit, and then
I would go to the opposite end, depend-
ing on which end the wind was blowing.
And sure enough, when we got to this
side, of course, we had to get back on
the elevator again; and I would pull out
my handkerchief, ride on the elevator
with the handkerchief over my nose.
And everybody would say, ‘‘Do you
have a cold?’’ ‘‘Do you have a cold?’’
‘‘Yes, I have a cold.’’

So they are wonderful memories of
George. And he would want us to be

rather light in paying a tribute. Be-
cause, of course, as I said, he was a
good humored man and it only took a
couple of words until he had you laugh-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of
my time to the dean, the gentleman
from California (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman very much
for yielding by way of closing this won-
derful time we have had together in
tribute to our colleague, George
Brown.

I mentioned at the beginning of my
remarks earlier that George and I, al-
though we had our differences politi-
cally from time to time, had so much
more in common.

The fact that we often talked about
being born on the wrong side of the
tracks, he in Imperial County, and I
was raised in San Bernardino. But
shortly after in his youth, he was in
Colton, considered by us, like my
home, on the wrong side of the tracks.
He and I shared our love and our pride
as being alumni of the wonderful uni-
versity in West Los Angeles, UCLA.

George also had this great passion for
science but particularly for NASA.
When I had the chance to work with
NASA’s programming in the VA-HUD
subcommittee, George and I profes-
sionally spent a lot of time together
and many times in the battle here on
the floor to save the Space Station and
the future work of NASA.

Beyond that, we had a great love for
water. I remember George talking
about riding in an innertube down the
Alamo River where he had his first ex-
perience with the Salton Sea and his
commitment to that project as a part
of his youth but also as a part of his
very intense and life-long love for the
environment.

George kind of closed his days and
my memory of him when Arlene and I
went and visited Marta and George at
their new home in San Bernardino
where they had been there for a while
but they built this huge, huge fish
pond, the largest fish pond I have ever
seen in my life and the first time, and
I told friends of this, the first time I
ever heard George even raise a doubt
about his commitment for the environ-
ment.

Because suddenly, and he spent a lot
of money for these fish, etc., and they
were planning to have tea out there
and watch the fish grow; and the birds
from the outside began flying in in
their natural way, and stealing his
fish.

George was a brilliant, wonderful,
talented guy and a reflection of the
best of America’s House, the people’s
House, the House of Representatives.

I appreciate all of my colleagues
joining with us tonight and sharing
this evening with Marta and her fam-
ily.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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